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57 ABSTRACT 
The string comparator device for comparison of strings 
of indicia at high speeds for use in a system circuit in a 
computer system. The string comparison device pro 
vides a numeric measurement of the degree of similarity 
between the compared indicia strings as defined by a 
mathematical algorithm. The algorithm is solved 
through a new string comparator device or a new pro 
gram in a computer system. The system circuit in chip 
form can be connected in a storage loop of a computer 
system to locate and quickly extract records that are 
very similar to the supplied query. Inexact queries will 
rapidly locate records similar with respect to indicia 
string related measurements of similarity. The method 
of indicia string comparison in the improved string 
comparator device can provide rapid response to 
queries in a computation time proportional to the aver 
age length of the indicia string. 
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